THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

I thought it right to touch upon these matters, because they are after
all of very considerable importance to our constitutional procedure,
but further than this I find it impossible to form an opinion. Mr.
Jorrocks said of fox-hunting that it was the image of war without its
guilt, and only five-and-twenty per cent, of its danger. Something
like that might be said of a General Election. It is a trial of strength
between parties, of which the nation is the arbiter. I have oftea
thought that it is sometimes unwise of generals to try to foresee with,
meticulous exactness just what will happen after a battle has been
fought. A battle hangs like a curtain across the future. Once that
curtain is raised or rent we can all see how the scenery is arranged,
what actors are left upon the scene, and how they appear to be related
to one another. In this case it will certainly be much better to wait
till the new situation is fully disclosed.

Meanwhile, as we probably have a good many months of the closest
comradeship and hardest work before us, and there will be ample
opportunity later for party oratory, which will necessarily occur
between the dissolution and the poll, I should deprecate strongly the
over-emphasizing of party differences now, and recommend that we
all bend ourselves with unflagging energy and unbroken union to the
national task.